
Heber Public Utility District 

Board of Directors 
 

 
 

MEETING DATE: May 15, 2014 

 

FROM:  Laura Fischer, General Manager 

    

SUBJECT: Authorization to Include the Wastewater Treatment Plant Tertiary 

Treatment Process Project in an application for SB 104 Drought 

Funds. 

 

ISSUE: 

Shall the Heber Public Utility Board of Directors authorize the inclusion of the Wastewater 

Treatment Plant Tertiary Treatment Process Project in an application for SB 104 Drought 

Funds? 

 

GENERAL MANAGER RECOMMENDATION: 

Authorize the Wastewater Treatment Plant Tertiary Treatment Process Project to be 

included in an application for SB 104 Drought Funds. 
 

FISCAL IMPACT:  

The cost to submit the application to IRWMP for review by their consultant is a fair share of 

up to $10,000.  Each application submitted for review would have an equal share in this 

costs.  These fund will not be recoverable so the maximum amount HPUD would be 

committing is $10,000, but as several agencies have expressed interest in submitting an 

application the costs will most likely be around $3,000. 

 

The cost to submit the grant application is estimated at approximately $32,000.  This would 

be shared between the agencies that have projects included in the application.  If the grant 

is approved and the project funded, then the agency can apply to get their contribution 

reimbursed. 

 

BACKGROUND: 

During the last round of Proposition 84 funding, the HPUD Board authorized staff to 

include a project in the Imperial Regional Water Management Plan application.  That 

application was not approved and the Imperial Valley Region did not receive any money 

from the State Prop 84 funds.  This application would be submitted through the same 

process with the Imperial Regional Water Management Plan. 

 

On January 17, 2014, Governor Edmund G. Brown proclaimed a Drought State of 

Emergency and on March 1, 2014, Governor Brown signed legislation to assist drought-

affected communities and provide funding to better use local water supplies. The Governor 

and Legislature have directed DWR to expedite the solicitation and award of $200 million 

(of the $472.5 million) in IRWM funding to support projects and programs that provide 

immediate regional drought preparedness, increase local water supply reliability and the 
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delivery of safe drinking water, assist water suppliers and regions to implement 

conservation programs and measures that are not locally cost-effective, and/or reduce 

water quality conflicts or ecosystem conflicts created by the drought.  The Colorado River 

Region, of which the Imperial Regional Water Management Plan is a part, is allocated $36 

million.  Once again, the IRWMP would be competing for a share of the $36M for projects 

in our region. 

According to SB 104, which funds the grant, the money is expedited drought relief funding 

and is applicable to projects that “provide immediate regional drought preparedness, 

increase local water supply reliability and delivery of safe drinking water, assist water 

suppliers and regions to implement observation programs and measures that are not 

locally cost-effective, or reduce water quality conflicts or ecosystem conflicts created by 

the drought. 

 

DISCUSSION 

HPUD has an agreement with ORMAT to sell them all of our wastewater effluent.  They 

may be interested in sharing some of the application, design and engineering costs.  If the 

Board desires to move this project forward I will contact them to see if they will agree to 

reimburse HPUD for any costs.   

 

The HPUD Engineer is working on a cost estimate for this project and I should have some 

additional information at the meeting. 

 

CONCLUSION 

Staff feels that the Wastewater recycling project is viable and we should be considered for 

funding.  The fact that we have an agreement with ORMAT and may have a private partner 

to help offset the upfront costs improves our scoring criteria. 

 

Staff recommends authorizing the submittal of the Wastewater Treatment Plant Tertiary 

Treatment Process Project in an application for SB 104 Drought Funds. 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Laura Fischer, General Manager 

 
Attachment: GEI Proposal to prepare grant application 
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