
Memo to BOD 10/15/20 
 

Heber Public Utility District 
 

Report to the Board of Directors 
 

 

Date:  October 15, 2020 
  

From:  Laura Fischer, General Manager 
 

Subject: General Manager’s Report to Board of Directors 
 
HPUD ADMINISTRATION  
 
Staff Meeting.   
We held a staff meeting at Jiggs Johnson Park to discuss the following: 

COVID-19 Safety Requirements 
 Safe Reopening for Workers and Employers 
 COVID-19 Paid Leave 
Community Events 
 Movie Nights 
Insurance – Open Enrollment 
 Packets – Forms 
Emergency Contact Forms 
NRTA Benefits 
 Vacation Cash Out – Memo for each employee with vacation hours 
 Hats 
 Boots 
 Jackets / Uniforms 
 Educational Incentive Program 
FY 2020-21 Budget  

Vacant Positions 
Capital Improvement Projects 
 Project List for 2020-21 

 
Newsletter 
The newsletter went out with the utility bill on October 1, 2020.  It is attached to this report. 
 
Energy Audit 
We are working to secure the executed contract to begin this project. 
 
Water and Sewer Master Plan 
The consultant met with HPUD staff and visited the water and wastewater plants to gather 
information. 
 
Job Openings 
We are currently recruiting to fill two operator positions, Operator in Training, and Operator II.   
 
Bill Pay Statistics 
In the month of September 2020 we received payments in the following forms: 
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135 Cash  
575 Check 
852 Internet – Bill Pay (this is up from 425 in March 2020) 
259 Phone credit card 

 
RFP Professional Auditing Services 
We have submitted a Request for Proposal for Professional Auditing Services.  We will be 
scheduling a meeting to review submittals.  
 
Parks Department 
We are seeding and fertilizing the parks.  Our parks are being reserved and team sports are 
practicing using masks and social distancing.  
 
HPUD PROJECT REPORT 

1) Rec Center.  The contractor is staging some building materials on site. The only hold up 
on this project is securing a building permit from the County.  The contractor has this 
responsibility.  We still have not secured the building permit, however the contractor 
should be starting the foundation work within two weeks. 

2) Shade at WTP Shop.   We have received all contract documents and they have been 
approved.  USA Shade has started to submit documents to the County Building 
department to secure a building permit.  The contractor is working with THG to get the 
plans submitted.  

3) Children’s Park.  THG is working on the site plan and has secured the services of 
Michael Schular, MSLA Inc. as the landscape archetict.  The Holt Group has also 
secured the services of Michael Etchison with Recreation Brands of Southern California 
to purchase the equipment. Currently we have 20% plans, which are attached to the 
Children’s Park report item 8.C. which discusses issues with site control.  We have 
submitted a report on the project to the Statewide Grant program coordinator and I have 
attached it for your review. We suggest meeting after the initial site plans are prepared 
so we can have a substantive discussion. This meeting will include the group of 
stakeholders that attended the pre grant application meeting.  This meeting is scheduled 
for November 5th.   

 
PLANNING REPORT 

1) ORMAT.  We continue to monitor the two ORMAT expansion projects.  We have 
written a letter to the County Planning Department regarding ORMAT II.  I have put a 
request into the Planning Department and hope to have an update by your meeting on 
Thursday. 

2) Heberwood Development. 5A inspection completed, 5B & 5C engineering review 
completed.  Heberwood 6, plans were conditionally approved per the attached letter 
dated  5/12/2020. Per the conditions, two (2) sets of wet signed plans (signed by the 
HPUD Engineer, County of Imperial Public Works Director and Design Engineer) are to 
be returned to The Holt Group for distribution to HPUD. The Design Engineer is to 
coordinate obtaining the signatures.  Construction of homes has begun. 

3) The Del Sol Apartments Plan Check review was completed on April 17th, 2020. Final 
Improvement Plans were approved and signed by the Design Engineer, Carlos Corrales 
and by THG. We are in possession of the approved wet signed final approved plans for 
this project.  



 3 
GM - Report to BOD 10/15/20 

4) Family Dollar.  The plan check review for this project has been completed. We are 
awaiting the applicant (or applicant’s engineer) to return the final approved plans for 
signature.  
 

 
 
 



OFFICIAL STATEMENT 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: 

Andrea Bowers 
Public Information Officer 
Imperial County Public Health 
Department 

DATE: October, 13 2020 

STATE ISSUES GUIDELINES FOR A SAFE HALLOWEEN 
IMPERIAL COUNTY, CA- The California Department of Public Health has released guidelines that Californians 
should follow to reduce the spread of COVID-19 while celebrating Halloween and Día de los Muertos.  As part 
of their guidance, State officials warn that many traditional celebrations, such as parties and door to door 
trick or treating, increase the risk for COVID-19 as they bring together individuals from multiple households 
in a way that would make it difficult to find and notify individuals who are later determined to have been 
exposed.  For this reason, such activities are strongly discouraged.   This guidance follows recently released 
State and local guidance restricting social gatherings to a minimum of three different households and no 
more than sixteen individuals total.  The guidance released today offers a variety of safer alternatives 
including celebrating with people in your household or celebrating virtually.  The full guidance can be found 
on the State of California COVID-19 website.   

Regardless of how residents choose to celebrate, it is important to remember the basic protections against 
the spread of virus, such as washing your hands, staying home if you’re sick, wearing a mask, and socially 
distancing when in public.  The California Department of Public Health offers the following recommendations 
for safer Halloween and Día de Los Muertos celebrations: 

• At-Home Halloween:
o Create a haunted house or candy scavenger hunt
o Host a scary movie night, with pumpkin carving activities and sweet treats
o Dress up your home and yard with Halloween decorations
o Prepare a Halloween themed meal with your household

• Virtual Halloween:
o Host a virtual party, complete with costumes and pumpkin carving

• Car-Based Halloween:
o Gather the household for a car-based outing such as a drive-in movie or drive to
view Halloween decorations

• Outdoor Halloween:
o Enjoy outdoor Halloween-themed installments.

• Día e los Muertos
o Altars: Create your altar in a front window or outside so others can enjoy from a safe
distance.
o Virtual Altar: Create a virtual space to honor lost loved ones and share via email or social
media.
o Cemetery Visits: If you visit the cemetery, only visit with those you live with, wear masks
and maintain appropriate social distancing. Keep your visit short.

IMPERIAL COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT 
935 BROADWAY • EL CENTRO, CA 92243 

Page 1 of 1 

https://covid19.ca.gov/holidays/


IMPERIAL COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT 
935 BROADWAY • EL CENTRO, CA 92243                                                             

Page 1 of 2 
 

     
   

DECLARACIÓN OFICIAL  
 

PARA DIFUSIÓN INMEDIATA                                     CONTACTO:   
Andrea Bowers 

                                                                                                Oficial de Información Pública 
Departamento de Salud Pública del 
Condado de Imperial  

FECHA:  13 de octubre de 2020     
 

 
EL ESTADO EMITE PAUTAS PARA CELEBRAR UN HALLOWEEN SEGURO 

  
CONDADO DE IMPERIAL, CA- El Departamento de Salud Pública de California ha publicado pautas que los 
Californianos deben seguir para reducir la propagación de COVID-19 mientras celebran Halloween y el Día de 
los Muertos. Como parte de esas pautas, los funcionarios estatales advierten que muchas celebraciones 
tradicionales, como fiestas y el ir de puerta a puerta pidiendo dulces, aumentan el riesgo de COVID-19 ya que 
reúnen a personas de varios hogares de una manera que dificultaría la búsqueda y notificación a las personas 
que después se determine han estado expuestas. Por esta razón, se desaconseja este tipo de actividades. La 
guía ofrece una variedad de alternativas más seguras que incluyen celebrar con personas de su hogar o 
celebrar virtualmente. Esta guía sigue la orden estatal y local publicada recientemente que restringe las 
reuniones sociales a un mínimo de tres hogares diferentes y hasta un máximo de dieciséis personas en total. 
La guía publicada hoy ofrece una variedad de alternativas más seguras que incluyen celebrar con personas de 
su hogar o celebrar virtualmente. La guía completa se puede encontrar en el sitio web de COVID-19 del 
Estado de California. 
  
Independientemente de cómo los residentes elijan celebrar, es importante recordar las medidas de 
protección básicas contra la propagación del virus, como el lavarse las manos, quedarse en casa si está 
enfermo, usar un cubrebocas y distanciarse de otros cuando esté en público. El Departamento de Salud 
Pública de California ofrece las siguientes recomendaciones para celebraciones más seguras de Halloween y 
Día de Los Muertos: 
  
Halloween en casa: 

•       Haga una casa embrujada o una búsqueda del tesoro de dulces 
•       Organice una noche de películas de terror, con actividades divertidas y dulces 
•       Vista su casa y jardín con decoraciones de Halloween 
•       Prepare una comida con el tema de Halloween con los miembros de su hogar 

  
Halloween virtual: 

•       Organice una fiesta virtual, completa con disfraces y decoración de calabazas 
 
Halloween en automóvil: 

•       Reúna a la familia para una salida en automóvil, como un autocine o pasee para ver las decoraciones 
de Halloween 

 
 
 

https://covid19.ca.gov/holidays/
https://covid19.ca.gov/holidays/
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 Halloween al aire libre: 
•       Disfrute de las instalaciones al aire libre con temática de Halloween 

  
Día de los Muertos: 

•       Altares: ponga su altar en una ventana frontal o en el exterior para que otros puedan disfrutar desde 
una distancia segura 

•       Altar Virtual: Haga un espacio virtual para honrar a los seres queridos que han fallecido y compártalo 
por correo electrónico o redes sociales 

•       Visitas al cementerio: Si visita el cementerio, que únicamente sea con los miembros de su hogar, use 
cubrebocas y mantenga un distanciamiento social adecuado.  Mantenga su visita corta. 

 
 

Encuéntrenos en Facebook, y síganos en Instagram y Twitter 

 
 



  

You may dispose of no more than nine (9) tires without a permit from County Environmental 
Health Department.  This event is provided for Heber residents only.  You must show proof of 

residency with a Driver’s License and your Water Bill.  No commercial dumping or construction 
debris will be accepted.  For more information call CR&R at (760) 482-5655. 

 
No puede deshacerse de más de nueve (9) llantas sin un permiso del Departamento de Salud 

Ambiental del Condado. Este evento se ofrece únicamente a los residentes de Heber. Debe 
mostrar prueba de residencia con una licencia de conducir y su factura de agua. No se 

aceptarán desechos comerciales o de construcción. Para obtener más información, llame a 
CR&R al (760) 482-5655. 

 

Last year, Heber PUD was 
awarded a $700,000 grant 
for improvements to 
Children’s Park.  The 
improvements will include a 
SPLASH PAD, RESTROOMS, 
NEW PLAY EQUIPMENT AND 
LANDSCAPE!  Will be 
completed by 2024! 
 
This year, Heber PUD is 
applying for more grant 
money to develop Heber 
parks.  Improvements may 
include a swimming pool, 
ball fields, play equipment, 
basketball, and other 
features. 
 
WE NEED YOUR HELP! Help 
us decide what our future 
parks look like.  Let us know 
what features you want.  
What is needed here in 
Heber.  WE WANT TO HEAR 
FROM YOU! 
 

HPUD APPLIES 
FOR STATE PARK 

FUNDING  

Facebook.com/heberpublicutilitydistrict 

Facebook.com/heberpublicutilitydistrict 

Like & Share our Page & Win prizes…Randomly Selected. 

El año pasado, Heber PUD recibió una concesión de $ 700,000 para mejoras en el 
Parque Infantil. Las mejoras incluyen un “SPLASH PAD”, BAÑOS, NUEVO EQUIPO DE 
JUEGOS Y PAISAJE. 
 

Este año, Heber PUD está solicitando más concesiones para desarrollar los parques de 
Heber. Las mejoras pueden incluir una alberca, campos de béisbol, equipos de juego, 
baloncesto y otras características. 
 

¡NECESITAMOS TU AYUDA! Ayúdanos a decidir cómo serán nuestros futuros parques. 
Háganos saber qué funciones desea. Lo que se necesita aquí en Heber. ¡QUEREMOS 
ESCUCHAR DE TI! 
 

HEBER PUD SOLICITA FINANCIAMIENTO PARA PARQUES ESTATALES 



 

Board of Directors 
Moises Cardenas, President 
Kaine Garcia, Vice-President 

Martin Nolasco, Jr. 
Pompeyo Tabarez, Jr. 

Tony Sandoval 
 

1078 Dogwood Road, Suite 103 
Heber, CA 92249 

(760) 482-2440 office 
(760) 353-0457 after hours 

www.heber.ca.gov 
 

IN THIS NEWSLETTER 
• COVID-19 SAFETY 
• PARKS OPEN must wear a 

mask and maintain social 
distance of 6’. 

• HPUD FACEBOOK LIVE Event 
Wednesday, Oct. 21st 
At 5:30 pm @ Children’s Park 
Facebook.com/ 
heberpublicutilitydistrict 

 

• CLEAN UP DAY – Oct. 17th  
7am – Noon 
1195 Rockwood Ave. 

Stay Safe HEBER – Avoid COVID-19 
Stay Home, if you must go out, wear a mask and maintain 6’  

of social distance from anyone not in your household. 

Heber Public Utility District 
cares for our customer’s health and 
safety.  We encourage you to stay 
home when possible, wear a mask 
when you have to go outside, and 
keep 6’ away from anyone not in 
your household. 

The HPUD offices are not 
open to the public, but we are 
available by phone so give us a call at 
760-482-2440 if you have any 
questions or want to pay your bill 
over the phone.  You can also email 
us at heber@heber.ca.gov or text us 
at 760-336-1572.  

You can drop your payments 
off outside in our mailboxes which 
are located outside in the parking lot 
and inside by our office door. 
Stay Safe and Healthy Heber! 

El Distrito de Servicios Públicos 
de Heber se preocupa por la salud y la 
seguridad de nuestros clientes. Lo 
alentamos a quedarse en casa cuando 
sea posible, usar cubre bocas cuando 
tenga que salir y mantenerse a 6 pies 
de distancia de cualquier persona que 
no vivan en su hogar. 

Las oficinas de HPUD no están 
abiertas al público, pero estamos 
disponibles por teléfono, así que 
llámenos al 760-482-2440 si tiene 
alguna pregunta o desea pagar su 
factura por teléfono. También puede 
enviarnos un correo electrónico a 
heber@heber.ca.gov o enviar un 
mensaje de texto al 760-336-1572. 

Puede dejar sus pagos en 
nuestros buzones de correo que se 
encuentran afuera en el 
estacionamiento y adentro por la 
puerta de nuestra oficina. 
¡Manténgase seguro y saludable 
Heber! 

HEBER PARKS OPEN WITH MODIFIED USE 
Parks are OPEN, but you must wear a mask and maintain 6’ social distance. 

PLAYGROUNDS ARE CLOSED ~ FIELD RESERVATIONS OPEN ~  
MUST WEAR A MASK & MAINTAIN SOCIAL DISTANCE 

LOS PARQUES DE HEBER ESTAN ABIERTOS CON USO MODIFICADO 
Los Parques estan ABIERTOS, pero debes usar un cubre bocas y mantener 

una distancia social de 6 pies. 
LOS JUEGOS ESTAN CERRADOS ~ RESERVACIONES DE CAMPO ABIERTAS 
DEBE USAR UN CUBRE BOCAS Y MANTENER DISTANCIA SOCIAL 

http://www.heber.ca.gov/
mailto:heber@heber.ca.gov
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